
Examples of Well-Written                        
Learning Objectives 

 

The following learning objectives have been written in terms of physician performance and are 

measurable: 

 

 Run a 12 lead ECG with minimal electrical interference. 

 

 Determine which of my geriatric patients will benefit from flu vaccine based on their co-

morbidities. 

 

 Evaluate non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma therapies for applicability to post menopausal 

women so that symptom control from HRT is not compromised. 

 

 
Why are these objectives well-written? 
 
 

They are written well because they: 

 Use verbs that state what the learner will do in a s practice setting instead of what the 
teacher will teach 
 

 Include a standard against which the objective’s success can be measured 
 

 The are specific and relatable 
 

 They are written in the 2nd person (“you” or “your”) so that the objective becomes 
personal to the learner 

 

 

 



Example of Objectives that Address and 
Close Identified Gaps 

 

 

Once the gap analysis has been completed, learning objectives are developed that articulate the 

content of the activity in terms of steps that will address the identified gaps and close them. 

 

 



Behavioral Verbs for Writing Objectives in the Cognitive, 
Affective and Psychomotor Domains 

- 

Some Verbs for Use in Stating cognitive outcomes 

Compre- 
Knowledae hension Application Analvsis Svnthesis Evaluation 

define 
list 
recall 
name 
recognize 
state 
repeat 
record 
label 

discuss 
describe 
explain 
identify 
translate 
restate 
express 
convert 
estimate 

compute. 
demonstrate 
illustrate 
operate 
perform 
interpret 

apply 
use 
practice 
predict 

distinguish 
analyze 
differentiate 
compare 
contrast 
categorize 
appraise 
classify 
outline 

diagnose 
propose 
design 
manage 
hypothesize 
summarize 
plan 
formulate 
arrange 
organize 

evaluate 
compare 
assess 
justify 
judge 
appraise 
rate 
choose 
decide 

Some Verbs for Use in Stating Affective Outcomes 

Receivinq Respondinq Valuinq Oraanization - Value Complex 
sit erect answer join adhere act 
reply greet share integrate practice 
accept read complete organize discriminate 
show report follow influence 

Some Verbs for Use in Stating Psychomotor Outcomes 

Guided 
Perception Set Response Mechanism Complex Adaptation Orisination 
identify react display display display adapt create 
detect respond manipulate manipulate manipulate revise compose 
differentiate start work work work change arrange 

perform write operate 

-- 

Bad words that should not be used as cognitive objectives! 

know really know understand appreciate become 
learn thinks critically approach improve grow 
increase expand horizons grasp the significance of 
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